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If  there  is  any  one  group  of  people  in  the  whole  wide  world  who  should 
make  much  of  the  observance  of  Christmas,  it  is  our  own  Founder  Fellow¬ 
ship  circle.  Our  concept  of  balanced  fourfold  living  is  based  on  Jesus’ 
own  way  of  living.  Christmas, which  marks  the  celebration  of  the  birth 
of  our  Great  Founder,  should  therefore  be  to  us  a  day  of  special  signif¬ 
icance. 

A  VfORLD-WIDE  FOUNDER  CHRISTMAS  MORNING  QUIET  PERIOD 

*•  /i,.  i ,,»  •  '  « 

It  has  been  suggested  that  as  a  fitting  climax  to  the  celebration  of  our  25th  season 
of  Founder  Camps,  Founders  throughout  the  entire  world  be  urged  to  join  together  in 
a  brief  Christmas  morning  quiet  period.  The  suggestion  is  a  good  one,  and  at  the 
request  of  the  Director,  odr  own  Marie  E.  Shaver,  "Horace”,  Associate  Director  of 
The  American  Youth  Foundation  and  Director  of  our  Younger  Girls’  Camps,  and  herself 
a  devoted  follower  of  the  Jesus  Way,  has  prepared  our  Christmas  morning  devotion. 

The  Christmas  number  of  THE  FOUNDER  FIRE  will  go  to  more  than  8000  campers  and  lead¬ 
ers,  dating  back  to  the  very  beginning  of  the  Founder  Camps  in  1914,  and  now  in 
every  state  and  province  of  North  America  and  nearly  a  score  of  foreign  lands. 

Wherever  you  are.  Founder  friend,  and  regardless  of  how  many  distractions  have  come 
into  your  life,  it  is  our  sincere  hope  that  your  observance  of  the  Christmas  morning 
quiet  period  may  bring  to  you  peace  and  joy  and  abiding  happiness. 


NOTE  -  Copies  of  Miss  Shaver’s  Christmas  devotion  were 
mailed  some  weeks  ago  to  all  Founders  in  foreign  lands, 
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A  MEDITATION  FOR  CHRISTMAS  MORNING 

Marie  £•  Shaver 

When  as  Founders  the  world  over  we  join  our  hearts  in  Christmas  meditation,  our 
thoughts  go  out  to  those  far  and  near  •  those  with  whom  we  have  shared  wonderful 
experiences  ...  all  members  of  our  Fellowship  Of  The  Jesus  Way.  As  we  hold  our 
Christmas  tryst,  each  with  his  own  thoughts,  yet  all  united  in  spirit,  the  well- 
known  lines  of  Phillips  Brooks  come  to  us: 

"Everywhere,  everywhere,  Christmas  tonight! 

Christmas  in  lands  of  the  fir-tree  and  pine, 

Christmas  in  lands  of  the  palm-tree  and  vine, 

Christmas  where  snow  peaks  stand  solemn  and  white 
Christmas  where  cornfields  stand  sunny  and  bright. 

...  The  Christ-child  who  comes  is  the  Master  of  all; 

No  palace  too  great,  no  cottage  too  small." 

Let’s  turn  to  the  Scriptures  and  read  of  the  things  said  of  the  Christ,  before  He 
came.  For  some  of  us  the  music  of  Handel’s  glorious  "Messiah"  will  ring  in  our  ears 
as  we  read  from  Isaiah:  "For  unto  us  a  child  is  born,  unto  us  a  son  is  given:  and 
the  government  shall  be  upon  his  shoulder:  and  his  name  shall  be  called  Wonderful, 
Counsellor,  the  mighty  God,  the  everlasting  Father,  the  Prince  of  Peace."  And  again 
we  hear  John  the  Baptist,  clothed  with  camel’s  hair,  a  girdle  of  skin  about  him, 
saying:  "There  cometh  one  mightier  than  I  after  me,  the  latchet  of  whose  shoes  I 

am  not  worthy  to  stoop  down  and  unloose." 

It  would  not  be  a  Christmas  morning  devotion  without  reading  again  one  of  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  birth  of  Jesus.  You  may  want  to  read  Luke’s  story,  by  turning  in  your 
Bible  to  the  second  chapter,  beloved  by  Founders  for  the  "fourfold"  verse.  You  will 
find  the  Christmas  story  in  verses  one  through  twenty.  Or  you  may  prefer  the  story 
according  to  Matthew,  just  to  read  once  more  of  the  Wise  men  following  fche  star,  and 
bringing  to  the  young  Child,  gold  and  frankincense  and  myrrh.  Verses  one  through 
eleven  of  the  second  chapter  tell  Matthew’s  version. 

And  now  -  let’s  each  of  us  enter  into  that  inner  sanctuary  of  Our  souls,  where  we 


,.  confess  our  longings  and  most  earnest  seekings 
and  face  our  failures  ...  to  rise  and  -start 


think  thoughts  not  always  uttered  . 

...  thrill  to  our  personal  triumphs 
anew.  For  a  few  moments  let’s  turn  from  that  array  of  tinsel  and  other  trappings  to 
something  which  should  also  be  a  very  real  part  of  Christmas  -  a  few  moments  of  re¬ 
flection  and  meditation.  ...  What  of  my  record  for  the  year  that’s  closing?  ...  What 
quiet  resolves  for  finer  living  in  days  ahead? 


"Except  the  Christ  be  born  again  tonight 
In  dreams  of  all  men,  saints  and  sons  of 

shame,  \  \ 

The  world  will  never  see  his  Kingdom  bright." 

-  Vachel  Lindsay 


"Ring  in  the  valiant  man  and  free 
The  larger  heart,  the  kindlier  hand; 
Ring  out  the  darkness  of  the  land. 
Ring  in  the  Christ  that  is  to  be." 

-  Alfred  Tennyson 


In  bringing  our  meditation  to  a  close,  may  we  pray,  perhaps  in  Founder  fashion,  as 
if  bur  voices  are  blending  in  what  Kodaya  calls  "a  tumult  of  prayers,  on  hillsides 
where  sun  settings  fall."  ...  Then  we  utter  as  our  common  prayer  the  familiar  lines: 


settings 

"As  with  gladness  men  of  old 
Did  the  guiding  star  behold; 

As  with  joy  they  hailed  its  light. 


prayer 

"Leading  onward,  beaming  bright; 

So,  most  gracious  Lord,  may  we 
Evermore  be  led  to  Thee." 

AMEN 


MINIS INO’S  CHRISTMAS  MESSAGE 
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"It  isn*t  far  to  Bethlehem  town! 

It T s  anywhere  that  Christ  comes  down 
And  finds  in  people’s  friendly  face 
A  welcome  and  abiding  place; 

The  road  to  Bethlehem  runs  right  through 
The  homes  of  folks  like  me  and  you." 

So  at  this  Christmas  Season  may  I  suggest 

A  Founder  prayer  which  will  lead  us 

From  the  Babe  in  Bethlehem 

To  the  Boy  in  Nazareth 

With  fourfold  strength 

Into  the  place  where  you  and  I  live 

That  we  may  radiate 

The  Personality  of  the  Christ. 


Oh  Lord,  we  stand  beside  the  manger  in  Bethlehem.  We  journey  to  Nazareth  and  follow 
the  Boy  Jesus  as  He  increases  in  wisdom,  and  stature,  and  in  favor  with  God  and  man. 
Then  we  see  ourselves  as  Founder  leaders,  striving  to  stand  four-square  in  our  own 
small  worlds.  I  am  praying  for  our  Founder  Fellowship  everywhere.  But  I  have  a 
deep  personal  need.  Among  fellow- students  and  f ell ow- workers  may  my  thoughts  and 
words  be  clean  and  my  life  pure.  Help  me  to  keep  my  body  sound  and  healthy  and  my 
mind  open  and  alert.  Help  me  to  be  worthy  of  friends.  I  don’t  want  to  cheat  or  lie 
or  run  away  from  trouble.  Temptations  are  thick  around  me,  but  I  must  not  fail  You. 
I  am  just  praying  for  help  that  I  may  be  of  the  largest  worth  right  where  I  am.  I 
am  praying  that  I  may  Aspire  Nobly,  Adventure  Daringly  and  Serve  Humbly.  Amen. 

-  MINIS IN 0 


CHRISTMAS  GREETINGS  TO  ALL  THE  MSRROWVISTA  BUNCH 


Christmas  is  a  matter  of  rich  thoughts  of  a  humble  event  in  the  long  ago  -  the 
birth  of  the  Christ-child  who  should  become  the  Savior  of  the  world.  And  we  cer¬ 
tainly  caught  a  new  vision  of  His  ministry  in  our  camp  life  and  study  together  this 
last  summer.  From  His  very  humble  start  a  wonderful  life  developed.  Out  of  most 
unpromising  beginnings  the  Boy  learned,  grew,  sought  God  and  loved  men.  What  He 
was  as  a  lad,  together  with  what  He  purposed  in  His  heart,  determined  what  He  be¬ 
came.  And  God  was  with  Him,  for  He  was  God’s  Son. 

So  we  think  of  camp.  DO  YOU  REMEMBER  the  wonderful  experience  of  having  Wadjepi 
with  us  (Three  cheers  for  himl )  -  the  porcupine  hunt  -  who  won  the  shields  -  Herb 
riding  the  peanut-vendor’s  wagon  -  the  camper-leader  baseball  games  -  the  grand 
graduating  classes  -  the  Hillside  meetings  -  Dad  Waite’s  table  devotions?  YES,  WE 
DO  REMEMBER  all  these  things  ...  and  many  more  ...  fun  ...  comradeship  ...  study 
...  inspiration.  ESPECIALLY  DO  WE  REMEMBER  the  central  purpose  of  camp  -  that  we 
may  loarn  more  of  Jesus  and  attain  courage  and  grace  to  live  the  Jesus  Way.  So  at 
this  Christmas  Season  let  us  resolve  together  to  allow  and  invite  the  Spirit  of  the 
Christ-child  to  come  into  our  experiences  and  be  the  Lord  of  our  lives.  All  the 
camp  memories  become  more  blessed  in  the  light  of  the  truth  and  grace  of  Christ. 

"How  silently,  how  silently,  the  wondrous  gift  is  given."  And  the  rich  memories  of 
camp,  hallowed  on  Christmas  Day,  are  a  great  gift  to  us  all.  So  surrounded  by  camp 
memories  -  I  send  you  my  hearty  Christmas  greetings. 

-  LYNDON  S.  BEARDSLEE  "Wasaka" 


THE  FOUR  PRESIDENTS  OF  THE  1938  FRESHMEN  CLASSES  SEND  GREETINGS 

At  home  -  Malden,  Massachusetts 

GREETINGS  MERROWISTA  TOKATOS! 

Does  it  not  seem  like  yesterday  that  we  were  together  at  Camp  Merrowvista  for  two 
glorious  weeks  of  study,  play  and  worship?  In  reality  it  has  been  nearly  six 
months,  and  each  of  us  is  now  busily  engaged  in  her  own  activities  -  whether  in 
home,  school,  business  or  profession.  Though  we  may  be  separated,  I  feel  we  are 
united  in  the  respect  that  we  are  all  striving  to  fulfil  our  prescriptions  so  that 
we  may  learn  to  live  the  fourfold  life. 

Here  in  this  happy  Christmas  season  I  wish  we  might  be  able  to  meet  as  a  class  and 
renew  our  friendships  and  reminisce  together.  As  this  is  impossible,  let’s  each  sit 
back  for  a  few  minutes  and  think  of  those  fine  friends  we  made  last  summer,  of 
those  inspiring  talks  by  our  splendid  leaders,  of  those  fellowship  hours  up  at 
Hillside,  and  the  fun  we  had  on  the  athletic  field. 

It  would  be  grand  if  each  of  you  would  make  this  your  first  New  Year’s  resolution  - 
"I  resolve  to  be  present  next  summer  at  Merrowvista  to  help  make  the  Sophomore 
Tokato  Class  the  largest  and  finest  class  possible." 

Merry  Christmas  Tokatos,  one  and  all,  and  may  this  New  Year  be  the  happiest  and  the 
brightest  of  them  all l 

-  POLLY  SHERI/IAN 

*  *  * 

Missouri  University,  Columbia,  Missouri 

DEAR  MAZASKAS: 

When  we  think  of  happy,  inspiring  Miniwanca  with  its  definite  plan  of  living  the 
"Jesus  Way",  and  of  Christmas,  celebrating  the  birth  of  Jesus,  Miniwanca  and 
Christmas  are  brought  so  very  close  together.  Then  the  very  best  Christmas  wish 
we  can  have  for  each  other  is  that  at  this  time  we  all  might  celebrate  His  birthday 
by  living  the  "Jesus  Way"  -  Miniwanca ’s  way.  So,  Mazaskas,  let  that  be  our  wish  to 
each  other  for  the  happiest  Christmas  ever. 

Much  love  -  in  memory  of,  and  hopes  for  -  Founder  fellowship. 

-  ELEANOR  HALEY 

*  ★  * 

Southeastern  University,  Washington,  D.  C. 

GEPIES  UP! 

I  wish  that  our  war-cry  could  assemble  us  as  easily  now  at  Christmas  time  as  it  did 
during  those  two  swell  weeks  in  June  and  July,  but  we  can  get  together  now  for  a 
few  minutes  and  exchange  greetings  in  THE  FOUNDER  FIRE. 

Now  that  we’ve  all  received  our  prescriptions,  let’s  get  busy  filling  them,  so  that 
next  summer  we’ll  all  be  ready  to  take  up  where  we  left  off  last  July.  Being  one 
of  the  largest  Freshmen  classes  at  Merrowvista  puts  it  up  to  us  to  make  a  good  show- 
ing.  And  speaking  of  next  year’s  camp  -  how  many  of  you  definitely  plan  to  return? 
If  you  have  any  trouble  getting  lined  up,  don’t  hesitate  to  write  any  member  of  the 
Founder  Staff  because  I’m  sure  you’ll  find  them  more  than  willing  to  advise. 

Thinking  of  camp  at  this  time  of  year  brings  to  mind  the  thought  that  our  summer 
stamping  grounds  are  probably  perfect  Christmas  scenery  -  so  imagine  your  favorite 
view  at  camp,  smother  it  with  snow,  and  write  across  it  "Merry  Christmas |" 

-  RAY  SWAN 
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Lawrence  College,  Appleton,  Wisconsin 

DEAR  FELLOW  MINIWANCA  TOKATOS : 

The  Christmas  season  lies  just  ahead.  It’s  interesting  to  compare  the  Founder 
spirit  with  the  Christmas  spirit;  they  are  quite  similar.  You  know  how  the  Yule- 
tide  spirit  works  on  us  giving  us  more  zest  for  living,  and  you  remember  how  the 
experience  at  camp  did  that  for  us.  When  we  hang  up  the  holly  our  hearts  grow 
warmer  and  we  come  closer  to  our  friends.  From  the  great  joy  of  Christmas  time  we 
gain  more  physical  well-being.  At  this  time  of  the  year  we^have  the  urge  to  climb 
out  of  the  mental  rut  that  we  may  have  slipped  into  since  c^mp.  And  finally,  the 
great  religious  significance  of  the  Yuletide  gives  us  an  opportunity  to  rethink  the 
life  and  lessons  of  the  Master. 

But  isn’t  that  just  what  happens  at  camp?  The  enthusiasm  there  forces  us  out  of 
our  holes  and  we  make  many  friendships.  We  build  our  physical  bodies,  living  with 
nature  in  the  great  sand-country.  Our  minds  are  stimulated  by  the  priceless  in¬ 
struction  that  we  gain  there.  And  in  the  program  we  experience  clear-cut  religious 
living.  Thus  we  see  that  there  is  a  great  similarity  between  the  two  spirits. 

They  differ  only  in  the  fact  that  one  comes  as  a  bolt  out  of  the  blue  but  once  a 
year,  while  the  other  can  last  a  lifetime,  molding  one’s  life.  And  so  the  Christ¬ 
mas  spirit  can  bolster  the  Founder  spirit  that  lies  within  us  and  warm  our  hearts 
to  the  life  of  the  Master. 

To  all  you  Tokatos,  I  wish  to  send  my  heartiest  greetings.  In  behalf  of  the  class, 
I  am  happy  to  extend  the  greetings  of  the  Tokatos  to  all  of  the  Founder  Fellowship. 
And  to  all,  I  wish  the  best  of  both  spirits.  I’ll  be  seeing  you  at  Camp. 

-  JIM  ORWIG 

SEEING  OURSELVES  AT  CHRISTMAS TIDE 

Man  knows  more  about  the  universe  than  he  knows  about  himself.  The  heights  and 
depths  of  personality,  its  capacities  and  its  possibilities,  are  all  too  slightly 
understood.  What  is  needed  are  spiritual  mountain  climbers  to  scale  the  peaks  of 
aspiration,  capped  as  they  are  with  cloud;  spiritual  polar  explorers  to  map  the  icy 
wastes  of  drear  discontents  and  despairs;  spiritual  engineers  to  harness  the  tides 
of  power  and  passion.  What  is  needed  are  spiritual  artists  to  reproduce  on  the 
canvas  of  everyday  living  the  beauty  of  holiness  as  manifested  in  Nazareth’s  most 
famous  son. 

Most  unfortunately  eloquent  words  and  expressions  can  become  so  pompous  that  they 
leave  us  unaffected  by  either  awe  or  conscience.  How  cold  indeed  the  warmest  state¬ 
ment  can  become  by  changing  the  individual  emphasis  to  a  sweeping  generality.  Just 
try  it  in  the  psalmist’s  searching  of  soul  by  substituting  "men"  for  "me"  and 
"their"  for  "my":  Search  men,  0  God,  and  know  their  heart:  try  men,  and  know  their 
thoughts:  and  see  if  there  be  any  wicked  way  in  men,  and  lead  men  in  the  way  ever¬ 
lasting. 

In  truth,  under  precisely  the  same  conditions  individuals  may  respond  exactly  oppo¬ 
site  because  of  their  inner  tendencies.  That  it  is  32  degrees  Fahrenheit  outdoors 
does  not  indicate  whether  it  is  freezing  or  melting.  "'Which  it  shall  be  depends  on 
the  way  things  are  going.  If  the  temperature  is  falling,  water  will  freeze  at  32 
degrees;  if  the  temperature  is  rising,  ice  will  melt  at  32  degrees.  With  a  falling 
enthusiasm,  personality  becomes  an  icebound  creek;  with  a  rising  enthusiasm  it  is  a 
river  of  living  water. 

-  R.  A.  "Dad"  WAITE 


GRADUATE  LEADER  SERVICE  IN  THE  1938  CAMPS 

We  have  asked  Bernice  Douglas  Goff  (Unstacandas,  Miniwanca  '19  and  a  leader  in  our 
New  Hampsire  Camp  in  1920)  to  write  a  word  of  greeting  to  Founders,  everywhere,  re¬ 
presenting  the  splendid  group  of  graduates  who  this  past  summer  served  in  the  var¬ 
ious  units  of  our  Founder  Camps, 

"Although  I  have  not  returned  to  camp  since  the  year  1920  when  I  attended  Camp  Wini- 
pesaukee  as  a  leader  with  Kinji,  I  nevertheless  have  always  held  camp  ideals  and 
purposes  uppermost  in  my  mind.  I,  no  doubt,  have  not  had  any  more  problems  to  solve 
than  other  people,  but  I  assure  you  whenever  a  crisis  had  to  be  met  in  my  life  (and 
I’ve  had  many)  immediately  help  would  come  to  me  from  some  teaching  in  camp.  After 
all,  if  the  things  that  we  learn  in  life  can  be  actually  applied  in  our  daily  liv¬ 
ing,  they  are  truly  worthwhile.  So,  I  can  say,  my  experience  and  knowledge  from 
camp  has  given  me  stamina  to  " carry  through”  and  "hold  on"  when  threads  could  so 
easily  have  been  broken.  It  has  instilled  into  my  life  a  respect  for  the  highest, 
fearlessness  to  follow  the  dictates  of  my  own  conscience,  and  to  establish  Chris¬ 
tianity  in  my  own  home. 

"My  hope  for  the  future  is  to  be  able  to  instill  into  my  three  children  a  spark 
from  the  ever-burning  fire  within  me  in  order  that  it  might  kindle  into  glowing  em¬ 
bers  in  their  lives  as  the  years  roll  on.  I  can  easily  see  from  my  own  experience 
this  past  summer  that  fresh,  new  logs  were  thrown  into  my  fire,  making  it  brighter 
and  more  radiant.  And  with  this  in  mind,  I  hope  good  fortune  will  allow  me  to  re¬ 
turn  again  to  Camp  Miniwanca  and  absorb  its  glorious  life  full  of  inspiration  and 
hope  in  order  that  I  may  return  to  my  home  and  be  a  better  mother  and  wife*" 

Following  is  a  list  of  Founder  graduates  who  this  past  summer  served  as  leaders  in 
the  Founder  Camps  - 

A1  Alspach,  Jim  Bell,  Barney  Blakemore,  Neil  Buie,  Charles  Burrill,  Dave  Green, 
Richard  Haggard,  Lin  Hodgdon,  Gordon  Letterman,  Virgil  Lynch,  Dave  Orwig,  Bill  Over¬ 
holt,  Ken  Pollock,  Joe  Whitwam. 

Elizabeth  E.  Abbott,  Betty  Bergman,  Helen  Close,  Elizabeth  Forster,  Barbara  Fuller, 
Bernice  Douglas  Goff,  Agnes  Gowdey,  Betty  Sheldon  Green,  Delores  Harstead,  Marian 
Hockenbery,  Ruth  Horine,  Margaret  Huff,  Carroll  Huffstot,  Mary  Jack,  Esther  Johnson, 
Edna  Koch,  Ruth  LeRoy,  Laura  Marie  Letterman,  Blanche  Longshore,  Minnie  Maude 
Macaulay,  Eleanor  Barlow  Marker,  Mary  Morningstar,  Adah  Nash,  Marian  Palmer,  Ruth 
Palmer,  Rosabel  Steinhauer,  Eleanor  Long  Thiehoff,  Louise  Toren,  Florence  Wagner, 
Miriam  Waite,  Lucile  Whan,  Buddy  Howard  Woltman. 

Many  graduates  have  already  reserved  their  places  for  the  1939  camps.  Come  on  you 
old  grads  I  Why  not  give  yourself  a  real  vacation  next  summer  -  a  vacation  with  a 
purpose?  You’ll  get  a  big  kick  out  of  it  and  it  won’t  cost  you  much  either.  Write 
to  the  Founder  Office  for  information. 


* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 


**************  WHAT  ARE  YOU  DOING?  *************** 

Drop  a  card  to  the  Founder  Office  and  tell  us  where  you  are  -  what  you  are  do¬ 
ing  (especially  the  work  or  profession  in  which  you  are  engaged)  -  whether  you 
are  married  (number,  names  and  ages  of  children)  or  single.  We  keep  a  record 
of  this  data  in  the  Founder  Office.  Bring  us  up-to-date  on  yourself. 


* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 


PEACE  ON  EARTH  THROUGH  FOUNDER  TRAINING 
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"Peace  on  earth#  Goodwill  to  menJ"  So  sang  the  angels  at  the  birth  of  our  Lord. 

But  Christmas  1938  finds  the  world  far  from  this  ideal  -  a  world  torn  by  strife  and 
hate  and  fear,  with  the  materialistic  and  the  militaristic  note  sounding  above  the 
angels'  song.  But  the  ideal  must  prevail.  Jesus  Christ  must  gain  the  final  vic¬ 
tory.  Selfishness  must  give  way  to  love.  To  bring  this  about  requires  consistent 
Christian  living  and  leadership  of  the  highest  order.  Especially  must  this  be  a 
movement  of  youth  leadership.  Someone  has  said,  "Wherever  in  history  you  make  a 
great  forward  movement  of  humanity  you  generally  find  a  young  person  at  its  head  or 
at  its  heart,”  This  youth  leadership  must  be  trained,  and  the  training  must  be 
thorough,  balanced,  simple,  completely  Christian. 

i 

This  is  the  task  of  The  American  Youth  Foundation,  and  this  is  the  great  work  it  is 
doing  in  its  summer  camps.  In  my  work  with  young  people  over  many  years  I  have 
been  in  many  conferences,  camps,  institutes,  training  schools  in  different  parts  of 
the  country,  but  I  can  truthfully  say  that  in  all  these  experiences,  the  Older 
Girls'  Camp  at  Miniwanca,  where  I  had  the  privilege  of  teaching  the  past  summer, 
was  the  finest  training  center  for  youth  I  have  ever  seen  anywhere.  To  get  300 
picked  girls  from  35  states  for  a  two-week  camp  is  in  itself  an  achievement.  Here 
a  four-year  program  of  physical,  mental,  social  and  religious  development  is  of¬ 
fered  -  leading  to  a  diploma  upon  graduation  -  in  an  environment  most  wholesome  and 
with  a  spirit  that  is  genuine,  real  and  Christian  through  and  through.  The  program, 
under  expert  leadership  and  non-sectarian  in  character,  continues  throughout  the 
year  for  the  individual. 

If  the  leading  young  men  and  women  of  our  schools,  colleges  apd  churches  could  have 
the  privilege  of  this  training  through  The  American  Youth  Foundation  it  would  not  be 
long  before  "peace  on  earth,  goodwill  to  men"  would  become  a  reality  in  our  world. 

-  WALTER  GETTY,  Faculty,  Miniwanca  1938 

WHAT  IS  YOUR  SPECIALTY? 

1  "  1  1  s  "m  "m  *  r" r"  "  ~  ™  ir,r  “  ■  "  ‘r  1 1  ‘  1  '■  *  1 

We  are  always  on  the  lookout  for  leaders  for  our  Founder  Camps  who  have  developed 
an  interest  to  the  point  where  they  are  qualified  and  willing  to  share  their  know¬ 
ledge  and  training  with  groups  of  younger  boys  or  girls,  as  well  as  Senior  campers. 

What  is  your  specialty  -  astronomy,  nature  study,  campcraft,  music,  handcraft,  life¬ 
saving,  swimming,  fencing,  photography,  sailing,  wood  carving,  dramatics,  archery, 
folk  dancing,  pottery  making,  drawing,  painting  or  sketching,  weaving,  etc.,  etc.? 
Are  you  a  teacher,  or  are  you  trained  in  home  economics,  adolescent  psychology,  re¬ 
creational  leadership,  community  or  church  youth  work,  vocational  guidance,  mental 
hygiene,  counseling,  fine  arts,  etc.,  etc.? 

Please,  won’t  you  write  and  tell  us  about  yourself?  Sometime,  perhaps,  we  may  find 
it  possible  to  use  you  and  your  talents  as  an  instructor  in  one  of  our  camps.  Don’t 
be  unduly  modest.  If  you  can  do  something  well,  write  and  tell  us  about  it. 

COLORED  MOVIES  OF  CAMP  MERROWVISTA 

Right  you  are  l  We  now  have  approximately  500  feet  of  good  views  of  the  Senior  and 
Younger  Girls'  Camps.  These  movies  are  available,  but  only  to  those  who  will  agree 
to  have  the  films  handled  by  persons  who  really  know  how  to  handle  moving  picture 
film. 
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INFLUENCE  OF  FOUNDER  LEADERSHIP  AROUND  THE  WORLD 


From  Ruth  Carter  Manley  comes  a  perfectly  fascinating  letter  telling  of  being  in¬ 
vited  to  go  down  from  India  to  Ceylon  to  direct  a  youth  conference,  and  how,  in  the 
home  of  the  YWCA  secretary,  she  saw  lying  on  a  desk  a  copy  of  Minisino1 s  book  -  "I 
Dare  You" •  And  what  a  thrill  Ruth  experienced  when  she  fairly  shouted  to  the  secre¬ 
tary,  "Where  did  you  get  that  book?"  -  and  the  secretary  replied,  "Do  you  know  Mr# 
Danforth?"  -  and  from  Ruth,  "Minisino,  do  I  know  him?"  -  well,  we  can  all  imagine 
the  good  time  they  had  talking  things  over,  Minisino,  too,  had  visited  in  the  home 
of  the  YWCA  secretary  on  his  recent  trip  around  the  world. 

And  so  the  Founder  influence  reaches  out  to  the  far  corners  of  the  earth  -  and  we 
of  the  homeland  send  warmest  Founder  greetings  to  you  all  at  this  Christmas  time  - 
and  call  you  by  name  - 

Mrs,  Gen  E,  Carlburg  (Hubbcll)  China 

Dr,  Melvin  Whiting  and  family  Japan 

Mrs,  Ruth  Carter  Manley . India 

Addaline  Brandon  .  ,  India 

George  Carver  China 

Mrs,  0.  L,  Davis  (Anna  Overstreet)  .  •  .  •  Manila,  P,  I, 
George  Gosselink  Mesopotamia 

Dji  H.  Jap  . . .  ,,,,,,,  ,  Singapore 

Tinsley  Smith,  Jr,  •  , . Africa 

Lois  Armentrout  China 

Carl  Erdrnan  ,.••••• . .  Hawaii 

Walter  Moore  ••».,.  Hawaii 

Mr,  and  Mrs.  Maurice  Hodder  ,,,,,,,  New  Zealand 

(Margaret  McCaslin) 

Merrill  Knapp  *•*,,  .  Albania 

Joseph  Ashbrook . . . .  Argentina 

Mrs,  Helen  MacLeod  (Landon)  Germany 

John  Raach  .  England 

W,  Barnett  Blakemore  •  «»••,,,«.,  England 
John  Parker  Compton  Switzerland 

S,  Franklin  Mack  Now  on  world  tour 


There  are  undoubtedly  many  other  Founders  living  abroad  whose  names  and  addresses 
we  do  not  have.  Our  greetings  to  all  of  you! 

And  may  you  truly  be  ambassadors  of  His  Way,  as  we  know  it,  which  is  the  way  of 
balanced  fourfold  development  -  living  always  at  our  best  all  the  time, 

JUST  A  REMINDER 

Do  you  want  your  fourfold  emblem  and  letters?  You* 11  have  to  mail  your  request  to 
the  Founder  Office,  if  you  do.  Who  are  eligible  to  receive  them?  All  who  are  bal¬ 
anced  P-M-R-S  at  an  average  of  sixty  or  above.  Many  have  written  in  for  theirs. 
How  about  the  rest  of  you  who  have  not  done  so? 


And  don*t  forget  the  suggestions  given  you  at  camp  for  building  up 
your  weak  spots.  Fill  that  Prescription! 


WE  WELCOME  TO  THE  FOUNDATION  STAFF  FAMILY 


9 


Mr.  Charles  E.  Hoffman  of  Dayton,  Ohio.  He  will  share  in  the  field  work  of  the 
Foundation  and  will  make  definite  studies  of  various  features  of  the  program* 

Mr*  Hoffman  is  a  graduate  of  Antioch  College  and  of  the  Law  School  of  Ohio  State 
University.  He  has  had  wide  experience  in  the  field  of  business*  For  the  past 
five  and  one-half  years  he  has  been  associated  with  TVA  in  the  capacity  of  Assistant 
Secretary  of  the  Corporation  to  the  Board  of  Directors.  During  his  term  of  service 
in  this  connection  he  has  been  instrumental  in  initiating  a  number  of  community 
projects  in  Knoxville,  Tennessee.  He  sponsored  city-wide  concerts  and  special 
Christmas  music  festivals.  Mr.  Hoffman  has  been  leader-teacher  of  a  class  of  ap¬ 
proximately  100  university  students  and  a  very  successful  volunteer  worker  with 
youth.  He  was  a  member  of  the  leadership  staff  of  the  Mini  wane a  Older  Boysr  Camp 
this  past  summer,  and  we  are  all  happy  to  welcome  him  into  our  midst* 

CAROLING  ON  CHRISTMAS  EVE 

On  the  frosty  air  of  a  starlit  night  floated  a  marvelous  song  whose  echo  eventually 
reached  listening  ears  all  over  the  world.  It  was  the  angelic  choir  singing  the 
first  Christmas  carol,  "Glory  to  God  in  the  Highest  and  on  Earth,  Peace,  Goodwill 
to  Men*"  Certain  shepherds  in  Judea  were  so  moved  by  the  beauty  of  the  celestial 
music  that  they  left  their  flocks  and  followed  the  singing  angels  to  the  manger 
where  the  Christ-child  lay.  Since  then  all  Christian  men  have  felt  the  glory  and 
inspiration  of  this  great  music  of  the  skies  enter  into  their  own  hearts,  especial¬ 
ly  at  Christmas  time* 

One  of  the  most  delightful  of  all  the  Yuletide  customs  is  that  of 
caroling  on  Christmas  Eve,  when  small  groups  go  about  singing 
carols  and  hymns.  In  your  neighborhood  there  are  elderly  people 
confined  to  their  homes  by  the  infirmities  of  age.  If  caroling 
isn’t  organized  in  your  community,  why  not  gather  together  some 
of  your  friends  on  Christmas  Eve  and  go  to  the  homes  of  these  old 
folk?  Sing  a  carol  or  two,  drop  in  long  enough  to  wish  them  a 
Merry  Christmas,  and  then  go  on  your  way  to  the  next  home. 


Perhaps  you  would  rather  follow  the  plan  which  20,000  young  people  in  St*  Louis  have 
adopted.  In  organized  groups  of  ten  or  more  they  go  into  the  residential  districts 
of  the  city  and  sing  carols  in  the  streets.  While  they  sing,  others  go  from  door 
to  door  taking  a  collection  for  some  worthy  purpose,  such  as  food  for  poor  children 
-  or  a  Founder  scholarship* 


Go  caroling  this  Christmas  Eve.  Let  your  voice  join  those  of  others  in  carrying 
happiness  and  pleasure  to  old  folks,  friends  and  strangers.  You  will  have  a  thor¬ 
oughly  enjoyable  time.  _  CHARLES  E.  HOFFMAN 


***********  QUR  CAMPS  FOR  YOUNGER  BOYS  AND  GIRLS  *********** 
*  * 

*  The  various  units  of  the  1938  Founder  Camps  for  boys  and  girls  of  11  to  17  yrs.* 

*  of  age  were  attended  by  398  campers  and  leaders.  Our  Junior  Camps  are  a  very  * 

*  vital  part  of  our  Founder  program,  with  Christian  character  development  and  * 

*  leadership  training  as  their  objectives.  Send  us  names  and  addresses  of  any  * 

*  prospects  you  may  have.  Reservations  should  be  made  early  as  there  are  defi-  * 

*  nito  enrollment  limits.  * 


■J,  4p  -X-  -X-  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  «X»  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  x 
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NEWS  -  VIEWS 


Camp  1 hotographs  -  Did  you  get  any  good  snaps  at  camp  this  summer?  Send  us,  for 
our  files,  anything  you  think  is  particularly  good* 

A  Boston  Area  Founder  Rally  is  proposed  by  Ruth  LeRoy  and  the  Norwood  campers.  Make 
it  a  good  one,  Ruth,  and  be  sure  to  write  us  all  about  it. 

Kansas  City  Founders  had  a  fine  reunion  picnic  with  Wadjepi  as  their  guest.  Colored 
movies  were  shown,  out-of-doors,  of  the  camps  of  the  past  summer. 

St.  Louis  Founders1  Annual  Fall  Outing  was  held  on  November  5th  at  Montebello,  the 
YWCA  Camp  along  the  Mississippi  -  big  time  -  big  crowd  -  persimmons  -  touch  football 
-  baseball  -  folk  dances  -  colored  movies  -  election  -  vespers. 

Congratulations  -  Founder  graduate  Representative  Alfred  C.  Alspach,  newly  elected 
Republican  member  in  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature.  Let’s  have  more  Founders  in  our 
legislative  halls.  We’re  with  you,  Al. 

Camp  Savings  Club  -  Use  it.  Save  your  camp  fee.  Write  the  Founder  office  for  in¬ 
formation. 

Kansas  Founders  at  Manhattan  -  A  reunion  with  Minisino  -  Founder  broadcast  -  plans 
for  continuing  Fellowship  gatherings  throughout  the  year. 

Rev.  S,  Franklin  "Si"  Mack  (Patriots,  MIN  ’19)  -  Merrowvista  Associate  Director  in 
1929,  is  now  on  a  world  tour  for  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  USA.  A  breezy,  newsy  travel  letter  from  Japan  has  just  come  from  Si. 

Agnes  Gowdey  (Arbor  Vitae,  MIN  ’29)  -  is  now  a  full-fledged  MD.  She  is  practicing 
at  The  Woman’s  Hospital  in  Philadelphia.  Agnes,  for  the  past  two  years  has  been 
our  Camp  Doctor  in  the  Younger  Girls’  Camp  at  Merrowvista. 

A  Fine  Bunch  of  Merrowvista  Photographs  has  just  come  to  the  Founder  office  from 
Herb  Schulze.  You  sure  do  know  your  photography.  Herb. 

Lin  Hodgden  (Minoways,  MER  ’38)  -  represented  Merrowvista  Older  Boy  campers  this 
summer  at  Camp  Miniwanca.  He  also  served  as  a  leader  in  the  Younger  Boys'  Camp. 

Lin  made  a  fine  impression  on  his  Miniwanca  comrades  and  also  rendered  an  outstand¬ 
ing  piece  of  service  in  both  camps. 

W.  P.  Buckwalter ,  Jr.  "Buck”-  of  the  Merrowvista  faculty,  also  spent  six  weeks  this 
summer  at  Camp  Miniwanca,  following  the  Merrowvista  Older  Boys’  Camp.  Buck  served 
on  the  two  Senior  Camp  faculties  and  also  made  a  great  contribution  to  the  Younger 

Boys’  Camp. 

Louisville  Founders  -  have  elected  the  following  officers:  president,  Martha  Love 
Johnson;  vice  president,  James  Evans;  secretary,  Charles  Grant;  co-treasurers,  Mar¬ 
vin  Hooten  and  Billy  Hagan. 

The  Louisville  14th  Annual  Founder  Banquet  is  set  for  Saturday  evening,  February  4, 
at  Brown  Hotel  Roof  Garden.  Sandy  writes:  "All  Founders  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada  are  invited  -  the  Kentucky  Latch-string  is  on  the  outside  to  those  who  give 
advance  notice  of  their  coming.” 
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MINIS INO  ON  THE  AIR 


The  President  of  The  American  Youth  Foundation  has  been  rendering  Trojan  service 
for  the  Founder  Fellowship  by  staging  a  number  of  broadcasts  telling  of  the  leader¬ 
ship  training  work  in  the  Founder  Camps.  In  every  broadcast  a  group  of  campers 
have  shared  the  program  with  Minisino. 


Broadcasts  have  thus  far  been  made  from  Baltimore,  Maryland;  Manhattan,  Kansas ;  Fort 
Worth  and  Houston,  Texas  and  Springfield,  Missouri.  Other  broadcasts  are  being 
planned.  Keep  your  ears  open  and  perhaps  you  will  hear  Minisino  sometime  when  he 
is  on  the  air  for  Founder  Station  AYF. 


A  SILVER  CHRISTMAS  MORN 
How  crisp  and  cold  the  dawn 

And  all  the  landscape  cleanly  spread  with  silver-dusted  snow. 

The  sky  is  olden  silver,  and  the  air  one 
Vast  open  flow  of  silver  light.  Soft  shades  of  orange, 

Blue  and  emerald-gray  in  silver  blendings  fall 
From  swaying  evergreens,  whose  silver  plumed  branches  now 
Are  shaking  down  upon  the  silver  burnished  earth 
Below,  these  nuances  of  shadow-music,  colorful 

And  low.  And  every  leafless  shrub  and  tree  is  etched 
To  silver  minstrelsy. 

This  is  a  lyric  day. 

Awakening  tingling  hopes  and  joys  in  Christian  hearts. 

To  carol  out  in  tones  more  sweet  than  silver  sleigh-bells  tinkling 
Loveward  through  the  snow.  And  when  tonight  the  far 
Off  stars  shall  rain  their  high  staccato  raptures  on  the  earth,  - 
Their  silver  mirth  shall  scarcely  match  the  ecstasies 
Of  those  whose  praying  hearts,  unquenched  of  hope  and  high  surmise, 
Shall  sing  throughout  the  twinkling  night: 

"Noel,  Noel,  Noel,  Noel; 

Peace,  peace  on  earth: 

Good-will,  good-will,  good-will  to  men; 

And  glory  to  God  on  high." 

-  Sing,  till  all 

The  devastating  holocausts  of  war,  and  the  toxic  glooms 

Of  hatred,  lust  and  greed  are  stricken  through,  if  only 
For  a  day,  with  light,  and  love,  and  song. 

For  this  is  His  Christmas  day; 

Memorial  of  Him  whose  coming  set  a  new  star 
Gleaming  in  the  world’s  mysterious  sky,  and 

A  long  hope  singing  in  the  sighing  souls  of  men: 

The  deathless  hope  that  God’s  true  peace  shall  some  day  come 
To  earth,  in  right  good-will  and  love. 

His  Christmas  day,  indeed,  - 
And  vastly  morel  It  is  the  whole  world’s  natal  day. 

When  all  who  will  are  born  anew,  in  love.  -  KODAYA 
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